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“THE PLAY’S THE THING” 


FERN GARRETT 
Reference Department, Illinois State Library 


In any community, no matter what its size, its wealth, or the 
character of its residents, the drama is always popular. The most aloof 
resident may be persuaded to forget his dignity and take part in a 
play and the most awkward adolescent youth may become a veritable 
Don Juan when given a part in the play. With any group wishing to 
present a play, whether it is the Parent Teacher Association of the 
rural school or the Little Theater organization of a large city, the first 
problem is finding the proper drama for the group’s talents and equip- 
ment. The solution of this problem usually involves the purchase of 
numerous plays before the right one is found. 

The knowledge of this situation, along with the belief that always 
the library should keep in mind the recreational as well as the intel- 
lectual needs of its patrons, has prompted the Illinois State Library to 
build up a large collection of plays—especially short ones suitable for 
amateur production. 

The Extension Division of the State Library has for a number of 
years been cooperating with Mr. D. E. Lindstrom, rural sociologist of 
the University of Illinois in the loaning of plays for use in the rural 
dramatic tournaments of the State. The library has purchased several 
copies of the plays on lists recommended by Mr. Lindstrom each year 
and, through the loan of these plays, several hundred communities have 
put on plays which have been attended by approximately 100,000 
people. 

Shortly after our play loan service with the rural groups was estab- 
lished, one of the leading dramatic publishing houses became interested 
and wrote us for the details and extent of this service. After fully 
understanding what we were attempting to do, they sent us as a gift 
some 900 plays, both short and full length which they felt would be of 
special assistance in our extension work. In addition to this gift the 
State Library has been placed on the mailing list of this publishing 
house to receive all new plays as published. Such splendid cooperation 
has of course greatly increased the number of plays in our collection 
and made possible a wider service. 

Plays which are most popular with our patrons are those having no 
royalty restrictions, simple settings, and few characters. Comedies 
have been preferred above more serious ones. Plays calling for women 
characters only are frequently requested. 

Unfortunately the State Library cannot supply several copies of 
the same play to one group. Our service is intended only as an aid in 
the selection of a suitable play and once the play is selected, each 
group must purchase copies te use in production. 

Amateur actors also find very useful our books on the directing 
and producing of plays, stage scenery and lighting and make-up. 


(Printed by authority of the State of Illinois) 
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BOOKLISTS AND BOOKNOTES | 


THE PULITZER AWARDS FOR 1937 
As announced May, 1938 


Fiction 
THE LATE GEORGE APLEY— 
P. Marquand........<. (Little Brown) 
American History 


THE ROAD TO RE-UNION—1865-1900— 
Paul Herman Buck...... (Little Brown) 


A historical analysis of the Reconstruc- 
tion Period. 


Biography—(Divided Award) 


PEDLAR’S PROGRESS— 


Odell Shepard .......... (Little Brown) 
The life of the father of Louisa May 
Alcott. 
ANDREW JACKSON— 
Marquis James......... (Bobbs Merrill) 
Drama 


OUR TOWN— 
Thornton Wilder ............(Putnam) 
The scenery-less play of a New Eng- 
land town, by the author of “The 
Bridge of San Luis Ray,” a previous 
Pulitzer Prize Winner. 


Poetry 


COLD MORNING SKY— 
Marya Zaturenska ........ (Macmillan) 
A group of lyric nature poems, includ- 
ing those which won for the author 
the Guarantor’s Prize awarded by 
“Poetry” in 1936. 


BOOK SELECTION AND BOOK 
BUYING AIDS 


A Check List Compiled by 
Mrs. MAYBELLE LELAND SWANLUND, 
Librarian, Plum Memorial Library, 
Lombard, Illinois 


Aids and tools for workers in parent educa- 
tion, by Ruth Townsend and Elizabeth 
M. Smith. Booklist — May 15, 1938, 
pages 323-26. 

A. L. A. catalog, 1932-1936. A. L. A. 1938. 


America seen thru the eyes of modern 
American writers, compiled by Grace O. 


Kelly and Harriet M. Baumgartner. Wil- 
son Bulletin, September, 1937, pages 
22-25. 

Autumn book-gathering for the children’s 
room, by Irene Smith. Library Journal 
—November 1, 1937, pages 807-13. 

Booklist book, 1937. A. L. A. 1938. 


Booklist forum in Wilson Bulletin, begin- 
ning November, 1936. 


Books for children with seriously defective 
vision; a rev. ed. of the list, “Good 
Books for Bad Eyes.” Compiled by a 
committee from the Physically Handi- 
capped Children’s Bureau, the Library 
Extension Division, and School Library 
Committee of the New York Library As- 
sociation. University of the State of 
New York Press. 1937. 


Books for home reading for high schools, 
edited by Stella S. Center and Max J. 
Herzberg, co. chairmen. The National 
Council of Teachers of English. 1937. 


Books for young people. Branch Library 
Book News—January, 1938. New York 
Public Library. 

Buying list of books for small libraries, 
compiled by Marion Horton. 5th ed. 
A. L. A. 1935. 

Children’s catalog. 5th ed. rev. Wilson. 
1936. 


Current reference books, ed. by Louis 
Shores in Wilson Bulletin, beginning 
January, 1938. 

The first 1,000 books for the senior high 
school library, comp. by joint committee 
of the N. E. A., A. L. A., and the N. C. 
7.8. ALA. 906. 


Five years of children’s books, compiled by 
Bertha Mahony and Elinor Whitney. 
Doubleday. 1936. 


Gifts for children’s bookshelves. A. L. A. 
1935. 


Good books for bad eyes. New York State 
education department. 1934. 


Graded list of books for children, com- 
piled by joint committee of the N. E. A., 
1936. 


Guide to reading for high school, comp. by 
Bertha Carter and Essie Chamberlain. 
H. G. Paul, University of Illinois. 

Guide to reference books, by I. S. Mudge. 
6th ed. A. L. A. 1936. 

Health books for public libraries, compiled 
by Isabel L. Towner. Booklist—March 
15, 1938, pages 272-74. 

Inexpensive books for boys and _ girls. 
A. L. A. 1938. 
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Lists of selected books on the arts. The 
Enoch Pratt Free Library of Baltimore. 
1937. 

Material obtained free or at small cost. Ed. 
2. Golde Rapaport, Sec. Alumni Asso- 
ciation. 1230 Knox Avenue N., Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

Modern America in story for boys and 
girls, comp. by sub-committee of the 
Book Evaluation Committee of A. L. A. 
Section for Work with children. Wilson 
Bulletin—June, 1936, page 671. 

Nature and science books for children, by 
Bertha Stevens, Avery Coonley School, 
Downers Grove, Illinois. Booklist—De- 
cember, 1936, page 101. 


100 books chosen by prominent Americans. 
3rd ed. A. L. A. 1938. 


Reading for complete living. Central High 
School, Newark, N. J. 1936. 

Reading for fun for boys and girls in the 
elementary school, ed. by Eloise Ramsey. 
The National Council of Teachers of 
English. 1937. 

Recent books on photography, by M. F. 
Poole. Booklist September 15, 1937, 
pages 15-18. 

Recent children’s books, compiled by IIli- 
nois State Library Extension Division. 
1938. 


Recent children’s books, compiled by Nora 
Beust and Mildred Batchelder. A. L. A. 
1937. 

Recent children’s books, comp. by J. G. 
Van Cleve. A. L. A. 1937. 

Recent juvenile series and sequels, by 
Eloise Rue. Wilson Bulletin — April, 
1938, pages 522-23. 

Recent reference books, compiled by IIli- 
nois State Library. 1938. 

Recent technical books, comp. by Helen 
Rugg, head of reference division, J. J. 
Hill, Reference division, St. Paul, Minn. 
Wilson Bulletin—March, 1936, page 462. 

Reference books of 1936-1937, by Isadore 
G. Mudge. A. L. A. 1938. 

Science books for the elementary school, by 
Ruth Budd. Wilson. 1937. 

Science for young people; fourteen lists on 
natural science for boys and girls, com- 
piled by the Science committee of the 
A. L. A. Section for work with children. 
Elsa Clark, Enoch Pratt Free Library of 


Baltimore. 1938. 
Series, sequels, sequences, by Marjorie 
Grant. Wilson Bulletin—January, 1937, 


pages 315-19. 

Seven stories high, the child’s own library, 
by A. C. Moore. F. E. Compton & Co. 
1934. 

Standard catalog for public libraries. 3rd 
cumulated supplement. Wilson. 1937. 


A survey of the year’s garden books, by E. 
C. Hall, librarian Horticultural Society 
of New York. Library Journal—March 
1, 1936, pages 171-81. 


Teaching the Use of the Library 


So this is the catalog. 

SOS in the library, how to find material on 
a subject. 

Time savers, the periodical indexes. 
Three pamphlets prepared by Junior 
Members Round Table of A. L. A. Wil- 
son. 1936. 


Find it yourself, by Elizabeth Scripture 


and M. R. Greer. rev. ed. Wilson. 
1936. 
Teacher’s manual. rev. ed. Wilson. 
1936. 
Administration 
Library trends, ed. by L. R. Wilson. Uni- 
versity of Chicago press. 1937. 
The library trustee, by Anna Gertrude 


Hall. A. L. A. 1937. 

The portrait of a library, by Margaret 
Quigley and W. E. Marcus. Appleton- 
Century. 1936. 

The trustee handbook. A. L. A. 1937. 


Trends in librarianship. University of Chi- 
cago. 1937. 


Miscellaneous 


Books that have shaped the world, by Fred 
Eastman. A. L. A. 1937. 

Give yourself background, by F. Fraser 
Bond. McGraw-Hill. 1937. 

Listen and learn, by Frank Ernest Hill. 
American Association for Adult Educa- 
tion. 1938. 

Publicity primer, by Marie Loizeaux. Wil- 
son. 1937. 

Slogans that circulate books, by Ina Rob- 
erts and Anthony Belle. Roberts & 
Belle, 11118 Clifton Blvd., Cleveland, 
Ohio. 1935. 

Specimen book of reading lists, by F. K. W. 
Drury. Wilson. 1936. 

Subject index to readers, by Eloise Rue. 
A. L. A. 1938. 

Why forums? by Mary L. Ely. American 
Association for Adult Education. 1938. 

Women in two worlds, by Mary L. Ely and 
Eve Chappill. American Association for 
Adult Education. 1938. 

Adult education in action, by M. L. Ely. 
American Association for Adult Educa- 
tion. 1936. 

Marian-Martha, by L. F. Fargo. 
1936. 


Book Reviewing Periodicals 


Book Review Digest. Wilson. 

The Booklist. A. L. A. 

The Horn Book. The Horn Book, Inc., 264 
Boylston St., Boston, Mass. 

The Junior Bookshelf. 17 Sherbourne 


Road, Acocks Green, Birmingham, Eng- 
land. 


Dodd. 


The Library Journal. R. R. Bowker Co., 
62 West 45th St., New York City. 


New York Herald Tribune Books. 230 
West 41st, New York City. 

New York Times Book Review. Times 
Square, New York City. 

Saturday Review of Literature. Saturday 
Review Co., Inc., 25 W. 45th St., New 
York City. 

Subscription Books Bulletin. A. L. A. 

Wilson Bulletin. Wilson. 


The Julia Ellsworth Ford Foundation an- 
nounced today the 1938 winner in its 
annual contest for the best book manu- 
scripts for children. Phyllis Crawford, 
121 Bank Street, New York City, was 
awarded $3,000 for her manuscript HELLO, 
THE BOAT!, a story of store-boat life on 
the Ohio River in the early 19th century. 

The Ford Foundation was established in 
1934 to encourage the production of better 
literature for children. The annual prize of 
$3,000 is awarded according to the decision 
of well-known authorities on children’s 
books, the judges of the 1938 Contest being 
Nora Beust, Specialist in Libraries, Federal 
Office of Education, Washington; Ellen 
Lewis Buell, Editor of the Children’s Book 
Page, New York Times; and Constance 
Lindsay Skinner, author of many books for 
children. The 1938 Contest closed March 
31st, and the final selection was made from 
1,616 manuscripts received from forty-five 
states, Canada, Mexico, and from such re- 
mote parts of the world as the Phillipine 
Islands, and China. 

Phyllis Crawford was born in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, the daughter of Thomas 
Dwight Crawford, an attorney and compiler 
of digests of Arkansas, Tennessee and Okla- 
homa_ cases. Miss Crawford attended 
Randolph-Macon College in Lynchburg, 
Virginia, received her library degree at the 
University of Illinois Library School, and 
taught English at a girl’s school in Virginia. 

Upon coming to New York in 1924, Miss 
Crawford became an editorial assistant, 
later an editor, for the H. W. Wilson Com- 
pany, publishers of library aids, then 
worked for the Federal Art Preject in 
charge of research, in the New York Unit 
of the Index of American Design. 

Miss Crawford has_ contributed fre- 
quently to magazines under the pseudonym 
of “Josie Turner,” but this is her first full- 
length novel. One of Miss Crawford’s first 
plans, upon being informed as to her good 
fortune in receiving the award, was to 
carry out an early ambition to retrace the 
itinerary of her ancestors—going down the 
Ohio in rather a more modern conveyance 
than that chosen by her family a hundred 
years ago! — fathering source material for 
more books on her favorite subject, the 
early American scene. Miss Crawford will 
then return to New York to resume her 
writing. 


A. L. A. BOOKS 1937-1938 


A. L. A. Catalog, 1932-1936. 

Alternative Classification for Catholic 
Books. 

Basic Reference Books. 

Book Automobiles. 

Book Numbers. 

Booklist Books 1937. 

Books That Have Shaped the World. 

Catalogers’ and Classifiers’ Yearbook 
No. 6. 

Digest of County Library Laws. 

Geography of Reading in the United 
States. 

Guide to Official Publications of the New 
Deal Administrations, Second Supplement. 

History of Children’s Literature. 

Inexpensive Books for Boys and Girls. 

Journal of Documentary Reproduction. 

Library in the TVA Adult Education 
Program. 

The Library Trustee. 

List of Books for Junior College Libra- 
ries. 

Manual of Serials Work. 

Microphotography for Libraries 1937. 

Official Map Publications. 

The Parents’ Bookshelf. 

Public Documents 1936. 

Public Documents 1937 with Archives 
and Libraries. 

The Public Library. 

Recent Children’s Books. 

Reference Books of 1936-1937. 

Resources of Southern Libraries. 

Subject Index to Readers. 

Vocations in Fiction. 


Have you seen these publications of the 
American Library Association? They are 
in the collection at the State Library, and, 
if you are interested in examining any of 
them before purchasing any title for your 
community library, they are available now 
for use. Send your request to Harriet M. 
Skogh, Superintendent General Division, 
Illinois State Library, Springfield. 


The manuscripts and papers of Edith 
Wharton have been given to the Yale Uni- 
versity Library by Mrs. Wharton’s literary 
executor, Gaillard Lapsley, Fellow of Trin- 
ity College, Cambridge, England, according 
to an announcement made at the annual 
Yale commencement exercises. Mr. Laps- 
ley is writing a Foreword and commentary 
for Mrs. Wharton’s last novel, “The Buc- 
caneers,” which Appleton-Century will pub- 
lish in September, and which is reported to 
contain some of the famous novelist’s finest 
work. 


Marjorie Barrows, editor of “Child Life” 
has resigned. Announcement of the ap- 
pointment of the new editor will be made 
July 1st. 
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INTERNATIONAL MIND ALCOVE 


Additions have been made to the Inter- 
national Mind Alcove collections by the 
Carnegie Endowment for International 
Peace, Division of Intercourse and Educa- 
tion and are now available for use at the 
State Library. These additions include: 


For the Young People 
Kristoffersen Hans Christian of Elsinore 


Braverman Children of the Emek 
Piper Children of Other Lands 
Curtis Jean & Co., Unlimited 
For Adults 

Fry War in China 
Lyons Assignment in Utopia 
Angell Defence of the Empire 
Davies A Wayfarer in Estonia, 

Latvia and Lithuania 
Butler The Family of Nations 


Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer has purchased 
the production rights of “The Yearling” by 
Marjorie Kinnan Rawlings, and plans are 
now underway to make a motion picture of 
the novel. 


“Who Controls Industry?” is a supple- 
ment to “America’s 60 Families” and in all 
copies sold in the future this pamphlet will 
be included. Libraries that already have 
purchased the book may secure the pam- 
phlet from the publisher (Vanguard Press) 
at a very small cost. 


The sixth Atlantic $10,000 novel contest 
award will not be given this year according 
to an announcement made by Little Brown 
Co. 


The dates of Children’s Book Week for 
this year will be November 13-19. The 
theme is “New Book—New Worlds.” For 
small fees posters and circulars may be 
secured from Book Week Headquarters, 62 
West 45th Street, New York City, New 
York. 


One of the outstanding books today is 
written by Matthew Josephson, the author 
of “Robber Barons.” A copy of “The 
Politico’s” is in the State Library and is 
available for use. 


THE NOTEBOOK 


AMONG LIBRARIANS. 


Cowdin, Mrs. Margaret B., has been ap- 
pointed librarian in the Illinois State De- 
partment of Health at Springfield. 


Cockle, Dorothy, librarian, Manhattan 
Township Library, has been granted a leave 
of absence for four months to travel in the 
British Isles. 


Landon, Evelyn, librarian of the Milford 
Township Public Library, is now Mrs. 
Evelyn L. Rush. 


Claggett, Mrs. Hazel S., has been ap- 
pointed librarian of The Smith Library at 
Lexington, Illinois. She succeeds Mrs. 
Daisy Bishop. 


Jones, Mrs. Grace A., has resigned as 
librarian of the Public Library in Plainfield. 


Cole, Charlotte, has been appointed li- 
brarian of the Public Library in Piainfield. 


Hay, Flora Naylor, has resigned as chief 
of the Reference Department of the Evans- 
ton Public Library. 


Wiedemann, Bernice, Field Visitor in the 
Extension Division of the Illinois State 
Library, was married Sunday, May 22, at 
the First Presbyterian Church at Lincoln, 
Illinois, to O. M. Karraker of Harrisburg. 
Mrs. Karraker will continue her work at 
the State Library under her maiden name. 


Correction 
In ILLINOIS LIBRARIES for March, 
1938, we failed to mention that Pauline T. 
Waterman is N. Y. A., Supervisor of Li- 
brary Projects in District 6. This was an 
omission for which we apologize. 


I. L. A. MEETING 

Word has just been received from Ear! 
Browning, President of I. L. A., that head- 
quarters for the Annual Conference to be 
held in Springfield, October 26-28, will be 
at the Abraham Lincoln Hotel and he sug- 
gests that reservations be made early. The 
rates at the headquarters hotel are: 

Single rooms—$2.50, $3.00, $3.50, $4.00. 

Double rooms, double bed—$4.00, $4.50, 
$5.00, $5.50, $6.00. 


Twin beds—$5.00, $6.00, $7.00. 


Reservations should be sent to Paul War- 
ren, Assistant Manager, at the hotel. 
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THE TRUSTEES’ GROUP 


from the notes of 


Mrs. GEORGE TOMLINSON, President, 
Trustees’ Section, Illinois Library 
Association. 


Two hundred and sixty-one trustees 
registered from one hundred and _ thirty- 
nine different towns. Joliet registered 33, 
both Galva and Rockford 31, DeKalb 30. 

Topics of interest varied in the different 
meetings. Conspicuous was the review and 
discussion of “The Library Trustee’, a re- 
cent publication of the American Library 
Association and a measuring rod for trus- 
tees new and old. Budget making, insur- 
ance, the library and its service to schools, 
rental collections, contract libraries, library 
laws in Illinois, “Friends of the Library,” 
endowment and special gifts were also dis- 
cussed with lively interest. Reports of nine 
meetings of the fourteen have come to 
hand. At these trustee leaders acted as 
hosts, presiding officers, speakers or pro- 
gram makers. 

To Miss Charlotte Ryan, superintendent 
of the Division for the Extension of Library 
Service in the State library and the hostess 
librarian at each Institute, trustees are in- 
debted for special aid in program features 
and in the promotion of attendance. 

At the Greenville meeting Mrs. Frank 
Shriver (Virden) and Mrs. E. E. Chamness 
(Carlinville) were the speakers; at Carmi, 
Mrs. T. J. Hilliard, (Fairfield); at Gol- 
conda, Mrs. A. W. Reef, (Carbondale); at 
Decatur, Mr. Franklin Shilling (Decatur); 
at Galva, Dr. Frank Burt (Galva), Mrs. A. 
W. Errett, Jr. (Kewanee), Mrs. E. G. Tay- 
lor (Kewanee). Here the trustees lunched 
together and had an informal reception in 
the library. 

At Rockford Arno W. Reinhardt (Rock- 
ford), Judge R. V. Carpenter (Belvidere), 
were speakers. The trustees lunched to- 
gether at the hotel and then discussed the 
Federal Aid bill which had been introduced 
in Congress only two days before. Post 
cards were passed for trustees to register 
their sentiments with their congressmen, 
the President and the Chairman of the Ed- 
ucation Committees of both houses. 

At DeKalb the trustees met together im- 
mediately after lunch for a program pre- 
pared by Mrs. Pearl B. Hunt, Mrs. E. L. 
Foiles, and Mr. John Ohlson of the DeKalb 
trustees. Library business was high enter- 
tainment and instruction in the hands of 
Miss Charlotte Cummings (DeKalb), Miss 
Ruth Kirk (Sterling), and Mrs. Jessie 
Heeman (Streator). The discussion which 
followed was no less vital. The forty trus- 
tees who packed the little room had not all 
registered in the book upstairs but they 
were all on their toes in library affairs. 

At Joliet luncheon at a cafeteria did not 
preclude trustees gathering at small tables. 
Their meeting came after lunch in a room 


at the library. Mrs. Charles Russell 
(Joliet) presided and Mrs. Robert C. Bruce 
(Lockport) gave a very complete review of 
the “Library Trustee.” 

The discussion which followed was open 
to all the special interests or problems of 
those present. 

In evaluating the venture as a whole two 
facts are self-evident—excellent attendance, 
and readiness, (eagerness is really not too 
strong a word) to exchange experience to 
the end of more adequately understanding 
and meeting trustee responsibilities. 

Easy access to the meeting, common 
problems of the smaller library, the in- 
formality of the group, acquaintance with 
librarians and introduction to _ internal 
problems make the regional library insti- 
tute of as much value to trustees as to 
librarians. 

The wide spread distribution of the in- 
stitutes over the state augurs well for the 
development of a consciousness of state 
wide consciousness of library service and 
interest. 

The corporate expression of this is to be 
found in the Illinois Librarv Association of 
which the Trustees’ Section has so recently 
become an entity. 

Many of those who attended the Insti- 
tutes may be interested to attend its annual 
meeting to be held in Springfield in 
October. 


A SLOGAN! A SLOGAN! 


We apologize! We did not mean to mis- 
lead you, when we printed in the April, 
1938 ILLINOIS LIBRARIES the an- 
nouncement “June 1” as the closing date of 
the contest for a slogan to be used for the 
fall meeting of I. L. A. 

As announced in ILLINOIS LIBRA- 
RIES, April, 1938, it is customary when 
planning the program for the annual I. L. 
A. Conference to develop this program 
around a definite phase of our work or a 
subject of special interest to all of us, and 
in so doing a slogan is used. 

This year the Executive Committee of 
I. L. A., is in need of such a slogan. The 
program for the 1938 Conference is the 
“small library and it’s problems” but who 
will remember those words as readily as 
they do, “Not a Cough in a Carload” or 
“A Skin You Love to Touch?” 

The contest is open until September 1, 
and there is still an opportunity for some IIli- 
nois librarians (of course, trustee and staff 
members may participate!) to attend the 
annual dinner at the Conference, which is 
to be held in Springfield, as guest of the 
Association. 

Jot down your idea today and send it to 
Mr. Earl Browning, President, Illinois Li- 
brary Association, Public Library, Peoria, 
Illinois. 
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RURAL AREA SERVICE 


As announced and developed by 
Charlotte Ryan, Superintendent Extension Division 


LIBRARY CENTERS 


Approval was given during May for the 
opening of library centers through the co- 
operation of W. P. A. in— 


Madison County (District 7) at Glen 
Carbon, Mitchell and Worden under the 
supervision of Orin V. Duncan. 

Carroll County (District 1) at Shannon. 

Jo Daviess County (District 1) at Scales 
Mound. 

Fayette County (District 4) at Browns- 
town. 


Morgan County (District 63) at Franklin. 


Have you developed and put into effect 
for the summer months any project to stim- 
ulate reading and the use of the library in 
your community? 

Many libraries plan reading contests and 
reading clubs emphasizing particularly the 
children’s books. 

Librarians, camp counselors and teachers 
from many parts of the state are interested 
in these reading contests and reading clubs, 
and want to hear more about them. 

If you have a summer reading project, 
won’t you tell us about it and share it with 
the librarians in Illinois? 


P. T. A. CHAIRMAN APPOINTED 


The new chairman of the Reading and 
Library Committee of the Illinois Congress 
of Parents and Teachers is Miss Bernice 
Wiedemann, Field Visitor of the Illinois 
State Library. This committee coordinates 
the efforts of all the local units in their ex- 
tension of reading, use of libraries and 
books, and improvement of library service. 
Local units are encouraged to devote one 
meeting each year to books and reading, 
and every member is taught the methods 
by which he may borrow books from the 
State Library either as an individual or a 
group, and the ways of establishing library 
service and improving existing libraries, 
both school and public. 

It was this committee which had a repre- 
sentative of P. T. A., at all the spring 
library conferences. 

Two reading courses on the guidance of 
reading, one on Children’s Reading for 
parents of children in elementary schools, 
the other on Adolescent Reading for par- 
ents of children in high school, are fine 


examples of the work of this committee 


under the past chairman, Mrs. H. M. 
Mulberry, new president of the Illinois 
Congress. Miss Agatha L. Shea, Director 


of Children’s Work in the Branches of Chi- 
cago Public Library, helped Mrs. Mulberry 
work out the courses and supervise their 
study in Chicago. ; 

Chicago Classes. 

Not many Parent-Teacher units outside 
the Chicago area have seemed interested in 
organizing classes to study these courses. 
The hope of the new chairman is that many 
classes will be established in other parts of 
the State. The cooperation of the local 
librarian is almost necessary and very help- 
ful and the first step in the matter of 
establishing these classes might be taken by 
her. Copies of the courses or information 
about them may be obtained from Miss 
Wiedemann. Such classes would not take 
very much of the librarian’s time and 
would be of inestimable value. The neces- 
sary reading of papers and issuance of cer- 
tificates for completed courses would be 
done by the Reading and Library Chair- 
man. 

Questions concerning or requests for the 
reading courses may be addressed to Miss 
Wiedemann, Illinois State Library. 


PITTSFIELD’S GIFT COLLECTION 


The Pittsfield Public Library is preening 
itself like a peacock these days. It is 
boasting a new fireproof addition to house 
the 5,000 additional volumes, with new 
battle-ship linoleum throughout, fresh paint 
inside and out, and venetian blinds. And 
a new furnace which cools the air in sum- 
mer 10° below the outside temperature! 
An air-conditioned library in a town of 
2,400 people is something to boast about. 

Two brothers, Frank and Fred Jones, 
who lived in Pittsfield when they were lit- 
tle boys, moved away and later as men 
became very wealthy. At his death each 
left a bequest to the library of his former 
home town. The bequest included money, 
their libraries, and a fine old grandfather’s 
clock. 

The book collection is unusual in many 
ways: it contains several collector’s items 
and many books on Grant, Lincoln, and 
Washington. Mrs. Frank Jones was Nellie 
Grant, General Grant’s daughter, and many 
of the books have her signature as Nellie 
Grant Sartoris; her ivory-bound prayer 
book bears her monogram. There are al- 
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most enough books with inscriptions or 
signatures of the Grant family and books 
about them to start a Grant collection. 
There are also books inscribed by the 
authors; a play by D’Annunzio is inscribed 
to her “father,” Frank Jones, by Cecile 
Sartoris, the translator. Handsomely bound 
sets and very practical and useful indi- 
vidual volumes necessary in every public 
library constitute part of it. Because the 
collection is a combination of two libraries 
there are many duplications, but very few 
of them are luxuries too expensive to give 
shelf space. Exciting surprises are con- 
stantly coming to the attention of Miss 
Helen Shadel, the librarian, and Miss 
Wiedemann, the Field Visitor from the 
State Library, who have been working on 
the books. 

The people of Pittsfield are properly ap- 
preciative of the good fortune which has 
befallen them and their library in these two 
bequests. They make use of their library 
and glow with pride in contemplating it. 


FROM THE DIARY OF A 
TRAVELLING SUPERINTENDENT 


By CHARLOTTE RYAN 


“Travelling about in the less-thickly set- 
tled part of southeastern Illinois, in Ma- 
coupin, Madison, Clinton, St. Clair, Wash- 
ington, Perry and Jefferson Counties, 
brought home to me the fact that we are 
still in the pioneer stage in our efforts to 
reach every citizen of the state with some 
form of book service. 

I know you will be interested to hear 
something about my inspection trip in 
W. P. A. District No. 7. Upon the invita- 
tion of Mrs. Carol C. Lind, Supervising 
Project Technician of District No. 7, I 
drove down to East St. Louis Wednesday, 
May 18, and spent the next two days visit- 
ing. These were the stations I visited: 
Lebanon, Trenton, Beckmeyer, Nashville, 
Ashley, Mt. Vernon (headquarters), Belle 
Rive, Nason, Waltonville, DuQuoin, St. 
John, Tamaroa, East St. Louis (head- 
quarters), Dupo, Prospect Park, Caseyville, 
Mt. Olive, Carlinville (headquarters), 
Benld, Nilwood, Girard, Virden. 

The attractiveness of the stations I found 
was in proportion to the contributions made 
by the local sponsoring agency, especially 
with reference to the desirability of loca- 
tion and type of equipment furnished. The 
ingenuity and inventiveness of the local 
custodian are also responsible for the ap- 
pearance of the room. Cleanliness was an 
outstanding feature of each station. 

In all places it pleased me to find the 
book collection in very good physical con- 
dition and to know that the selection of 
titles had been made from approved library 
lists. 


The visit I made to the headquarters of 
District No. 7, at East St. Louis, where I 
saw the operation of their bookmending 
project, was interesting. 

Mrs. Carol C. Lind had carefully planned 
the route by which the visits were made 
and showed me all types of stations, from 
those which had been open for less than a 
month, to those which had been operating 
for two years. I met and discussed prob- 
lems with four county library supervisors— 
Miss Lillian Hoffman, Miss Dorothy 
Schiele, Miss Alice G. Spear and Mr. Orin 
V. Duncan. 

In District No. 7 there are ten counties, 
in which 54 stations are now operating. 
Each station has a custodian and handyman 
assigned to the work by the W. P. A. 
Most of the stations are open daily from 
one o’clock to six o’clock, with a few sta- 
tions in the larger towns open in the eve- 
nings. The sustained interest in each com- 
munity where the library stations are lo- 
cated is evidenced by a healthy circulation 
of the books. 

I feel that these visits which afford me 
contact not only with the supervising libra- 
rians, but with the custodians and the 
actual stations, will be very helpful to me 
in determining future policies in connec- 
tion with W. P. A. library work in the 
State.” 
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